EINER 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


HOMILETIC MAGAZINE. 


Vor. VII. OCTOBER, 1909. No. 10. 


Sermon on the Gospel for the Twentieth Sunday after 
Trinity. 
Marr. 22, 1—14. 


In His numerous parables Christ likens the kingdom of heaven, 
z. e., the Christian Church, to various earthly things, for the purpose 
of bringing out different aspects and phases of its growth and char- 
acter. (Compare the parables of the mustard seed, of the sower, 
the tares among the wheat, the net full of good and bad fishes, and 


others.) 


In our Gospel lesson Christ likens the kingdom of heaven to 
a king who made a marriage for his son, but whose invitation was 
despised, and whose servants, carrying it, were ridiculed and even 
murdered by the guests that had been bidden, so that the king was 
obliged to punish the murderers and to send out other servants to 
gather in whomsoever they could find, so that the wedding might be 
furnished with guests. Now the thought underlying this parable 
is this, that God prepares salvation for men and offers it to them, 
but that man often willfully despises the call of God and rushes to 
his destruction, or to express it differently, that God is the author 
of man’s salvation, and man is the author of his own condemnation. 

Now at the end of the parable we are told that when the guests 
assembled at the wedding, there was one found among them that 
had on no wedding garment and was consequently cast out. What 
is the meaning of this part of the parable? Let us turn our atten- 
tion to-day to this portion of our Gospel lesson and contemplate 


the subject of 
THE WEDDING GARMENT. 


We learn, 
1. That without it no man can become a guest at the heavenly 
wedding ; 
2. That no man possesses this wedding garment of himself; 
3. That the Host Himself furnishes this wedding garment. 


J 
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The marriage of the King’s Son, of which this parable treats, 
is the final union of the saints with Christ in heaven. It is the 
same joyous event of which the holy seer John writes: “Let us be 
glad and rejoice and give honor to Him; for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready,” Rev. 19, 7. 
The Scriptures speak of this union of Christ and His Chureh in 
heaven under this term of a marriage, to indicate, in the first place, 
the intimacy of the relation that will exist between God and His 
elect, the bond of perfect love with which all will be knit together 
up there. Already the intimate relation existing between Christ 
and His Church on earth Paul compares with that of husband and 
wife: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it” “For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning Christ and the Church,” Eph. 5, 25. 31. 32. — Again the 
Savior would, with this “marriage of the King’s Son,” remind us 
of the lasting character of the event. The marriage relation is the 
most binding union on earth. Unlike any other human contract, 
it is for life, it can be rightfully dissolved only by death. And so 
the marriage of the Lamb is for eternity. Nothing will ever be able 
‘to sever or disturb that blissful union. — Finally, a wedding is a joy- 
ous oceasion. There is rejoicing on all hands, among relatives and 
friends, when two persons, whose hearts are united by love, join 
themselves to each other for life, and it is a particularly proud and 
glad moment for the contracting parties themselves. And so the 
marriage of the Lamb and His Bride is an event that will usher in 
eternal, uninterrupted happiness and bliss. “In Thy presence is 
fullness of joy; at Thy right hand are pleasures forevermore,” 
J Eds oes ae 

Now to become a worthy and acceptable guest at this marriage 
of the King’s Son, a special wedding garment is needed. For we 
are told in the parable that when the King saw the man who had 
come in without such a garment, He at once stopped him and ordered 
His servants to “bind him hand and foot and to take him away and 
east him into outer darkness.” . This wedding garment, so indis- 
pensable for receiving a glad welcome at the wedding feast above, 
is none other than the robe of purity and holiness. “The marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready. And 
to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints,’ Rev. 
19, 7. 8. It is that spotless robe of righteousness which Christ 
wrought out for us, when by His blood He washed away the pollu- 
‚tion and corruption of our sins. “These are they which... . have 
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washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” 
Rev. 7, 14. 

Without this wedding garment of purity and righteousness no 
sinner could appear at the great marriage feast in heaven, because, 
in the first place, the King who has prepared this marriage is Him- 
self holy and righteous. “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts,” 
Is. 6, 3. Being infinitely holy and spotless Himself, He can have 
communion only with beings that are also sinless and pure, and 
therefore “no unclean person . . . hath any inheritance in the king- 
dom of Christ and of God,” Eph. 5, 5.— Then again, no sinner, no 
unclean person, could bear to live in the presence of the holy God, 
because a sinner delights in sin, while God hates sin and delights 
in goodness and holiness. The desires and will of the sinner run 
counter to the desires and will of God. How could such a person 
live in the presence of Him whose “eyes are as a flame of fire,” Rev. 
1, 14, yea, who is Himself “a consuming fire,” Hebr. 12, 29? 


2. 


But this wedding garment, without which no man can appear 
at the marriage of the King’s Son, no man possesses of himself. In 
our natural state we are all like the man in the parable, without 
the wedding garment of righteousness, unfit to sit at the marriage 
board, worthy to be cast out into outer darkness. é 

For since the fall of our first parents all men, as the Scriptures 
abundantly testify, are born sinful, “flesh born of flesh,” corrupt in 
their nature, and therefore “by nature the children of wrath,” unfit 
for the kingdom of heaven. As the prophet puts it: “We are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags,” 
Is. 64, 6. And in the words of Paul: “There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3, 28. 

No man, then, has the wedding garment of purity and holiness 
with which to enter the marriage hall of heaven. And what is more, 
not only does man not possess this garment, but he is also unable 
to acquire it, for he cannot change his sinful, corrupt nature to 
a sinless, holy nature. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good that are accustomed 
to do evil,” Jer. 18, 23. No, man cannot change his own nature. 
He is by nature “dead in trespasses and sins,” Eph. 2, 1. How can 
a dead man awaken himself to life?— Nor can he cover his natural 
nakedness with a garment of good works. How could he, when all 
his works, even the best of them, are tainted by sin, when, in the 
words of the prophet already quoted, “all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags” in God’s sight, because, forsooth, they flow from a cor- 
rupt source, from a heart defiled and vitiated by sin. 

What, then, will become of the sinner? Must we all be lost? 
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Can none of us hope to enter the marriage hall of the Lamb? Yes, 
thank God, we can. For we learn, in the third place, that the Host 
Himself furnishes the wedding garment. 


3% 

When the man who had ventured to enter the marriage hall 
without the regulation garment, was questioned by the king: 
“Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment?” 
he “was speechless,” 7. e., he had no excuse, because, as was the in- 
variable custom in the East, the guests were furnished with the 
garment without cost. To presume to enter without it was, there- 
fore, an insult to the host. Hence the summary ejection of the man 
as soon as his arrogance had been noticed by the king. This is the 
key that unlocks the whole parable. Bearing this in mind, it be- 
comes plain to us that the king had not only a perfect right, but 
the duty, according to the custom of his country, to cast out the 
proud fellow who considered his own clothes good enough to come in. 

And, my friends, this key also unlocks to us the spiritual meaning 
of the parable. The King of heaven also furnishes the guests at the 
heavenly wedding of His Son with the garment of righteousness, in 
which they can enter into His presence. He prepared this robe of 
righteousness by sending His own Son to shed His holy, precious 
blood for sinners, in order to wipe out the guilt of their sin and 
wash away its stain. For “the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, cleanseth us from all sin,” 1 John 1, 7. “After this I beheld, 
and lo, a great multitude .... stood before the throne, and the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes.... And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And 
he said unto me, These are they which . . . have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” Rev. 7, 9. 13. 14. 
With this wedding garment, this “robe of righteousness,” God sup- 
plies us through the means of grace. In the Word and the Sacra- 
ments He offers us the righteousness which His Son wrought out 
for us. And especially are we told that in Baptism we are clothed 
with this “garment of salvation.” “Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus; for as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ,” Gal. 3, 26. 

It is by faith, then, that we put on Christ and become the chil- 
dren of God. For faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ 
and thus clothes us with the wedding garment of salvation. And 
this faith, too, is the work of God, as Paul testifies: “Ye are risen 
with Christ through the faith of the operation of God,” Col. 2, 12. 
And so it is all the gift and work of God: the providing, the sup- 
plying, the putting on of the wedding garment. Every sinner, there- 
fore, that comes to the door of the wedding hall without it must, 
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like the man in the parable, become “speechless,” and has no one 
to blame but himself when he finds himself cast “into outer dark- 
ness,” where there shall be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” May 
none of us be found among those east out for want of a wedding 
garment, but may we all be of those who can say with the poet: 


Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
*Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 


Amen. Geis 


SS ee 0 


Sermon for Mission Festival. 
Acts 17, 15—34. 


When we hear and read reports from mission fields and learn 
how Jesus Christ, the gracious Shepherd of His fold, has propagated 
His kingdom, how nothing was powerful enough to retard the progress 
of His Gospel, how He conquered even the most hardened and ob- 
durate hearts and made them His own, how barbarous nations be- 
came as docile as lambs, how He always knew a way out of mountain- 
high difficulties, in spite of every lack of our own financial and other 
resources, then our astonishment knows no measure, and we: are 
unable to find suitable words to praise the wisdom and infinite mercy 
of our God. Therefore the mission festival ought to be a favorite 
festival with all Christians everywhere; and there ought to be no 
greater pleasure for a pastor than to proclaim these wondrous deeds 
of God in the field of missions, and to arouse his fellow-Christians 
to ever new zeal and love for this God-given and God-blessed work. 

Our text will serve this purpose admirably. It is a mission-text 
of the first order. In the center of it looms up most prominently the 
figure of the greatest of all missionaries, Paul, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, once Saul of Tarsus, fuming murder and destruction at the 
Church of Christ. Our text introduces Paul in the midst of mis- 
sionary labors, burning with an ardent desire to rescue human souls. 
The picture is penned so well that we can readily imagine Paul 
going through the streets of Athens, incensed and provoked at the 
many altars of idolatry, and resolving in holy indignation, with the 
power and strength of God, to lay low these abominable altars of 
Satan. Let our text, then, be for us an instructive lesson on the 
missionary work of Christians. Let it teach us: 


1. How we are to do missionary work; 

2. By what we should not allow ourselves to be discouraged im 
our work ; 

3. What should greatly encourage us in our work. 


x 
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ih. 

The holy Apostle Paul was waiting in Athens for the arrival of 
Silas and Timotheus. But his waiting was no loafing. He went 
about through the streets of the city and saw how it was wholly given 
to idolatry. Pliny, the Roman historian, tells us that there were over 
3000 public statues of gods, demi-gods, or heroes in Athens, besides 
a countless number of lesser images within the walls of private 
houses; and a Roman poet bitterly remarks that it was easier in 
Athens to find gods than men. The holy apostle disputed every day 
with devout persons and with the Jews in the synagogue, and in 
the market, a public place, he talked to all manner of men. There 
he also met philosophers, cultured and learned men, Stoics and 
Epicureans. Some of these gentlemen may have been members of 
the faculty of the university of Athens. What did Paul do to win 
his audience, and especially these men of letters, for Christ? Did 
he speak as our modern preachers would, “Ye philosophers, I grant 
that all tenets of faith that go beyond human reason are just as 
untenable as all deeds contrary to conscience”? Did Paul suddenly 
change his topic and preach a different doctrine to them from the 
one he had preached elsewhere? Not by any means! Paul was no 
sensational newsmonger, straining after effect and novelty, although 
the Athenians were constantly hankering after something that was 
newer than new (xavdtegov). Our text says, “He preached unto them 
Jesus and the resurrection.” In the course of his sermon Paul 
indeed quoted their own poets, showing them that he was at home 
in their own wisdom, and spoke to them about his experiences going 
through their city, saying: “Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in 
all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld 
your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To The Un- 
known God.” Thus he adapted his sermon to his surroundings. Yet 


all this was but a vehicle to bring the Bread of Life, God’s Word, — 


to them. For then he continued to tell them that God does not dwell 
in temples made by men, since He fills heaven and earth, that He is 
in need of nothing, or nobody, and, above all, gives life and breath 
and all things unto mankind. How, then, could He be made of 
silver, gold, or stone? But though He had thus plainly manifested 
Himself, they had not found Him. Up to their day and time God 
had, so to say, closed His eyes at their ignorance, but now He com- 
manded them to repent. For the great day was coming, when the 
quick and the dead must appear before His bar of justice and receive 
their dues. In order now that they might escape the wrath to come, 
and for the salvation of their souls, He assured all men of Jesus 
Christ whom He had resurrected from the dead. 

Here you learn what Paul did to spread Christ’s kingdom. He 
acted according to the order of his heavenly Lord: “Preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” And that is what we must do. In the 
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large cities and in the villages, in the backwoods and on the plains, 
at home and abroad, before the lowly Pariah and the worldly wise 
Brahmin, before the polished sinner and the vice- and crime-bedecked 
prodigal, the old Gospel of the Crucified must be proclaimed. Do 
not make the fatal mistake of considering this glad tidings good 
enough for the poor and lowly, but out of place in the upper circles 
of the wise and mighty. It is at all times and exclusively the sole 
means by which men may be saved from eternal perdition. 

This blessed evangel is preached in your midst, in all its sim- 
plicity and exquisite sublimity. Now bring this Gospel to your 
fellow-sinners. Invite the churchless ones in your neighborhood most 
cordially to hear the sermons in English or German in your church. 
Impress such souls with the importance of hearing God’s Word and 
making the necessary preparations for the endless life after death. 
Do it earnestly, entreatingly, instantly. If your neighbor’s house is 
afire, the fire-department responds to the alarm at once. If he is 
injured on the street, the clang of the approaching ambulance is 
soon heard which carries him to a hospital. If your neighbor’s health 
is threatened by a contagious disease next door, the health depart- 
ment acts promptly and takes all precautions. If your neighbor is 
needy and without a friend in the world, the poor department. soon 
feeds and shelters him. With like dispatch you should care for the 
immortal soul of your fellow-sinner. Be eager to save his soul by 
telling him of his blessed Redeemer. Then prove by your daily life 
that the Gospel, which you make your boast, is indeed a power of 
God that has regenerated you. The unconverted man cares very 
little for your precepts; he looks more to your example. You should 
be a living sermon, that men may see your good works and praise 
your Father in heaven. The Christian that is most scrupulous m 
leading a godly life is the best missionary, the best advertisement for 
the efficacy of the Gospel. 

But this Gospel must be carried beyond the borders of your own 
community. Hence Paul traveled from place to place, and for the 
same reason we send our missionaries to India, Australia, Brazil, to 
the Jews, Indians, negroes, deaf-mutes, etc. The field is large and 
the costs are great. But the Lord has always found willing hearts 
and hands to do His work. The funds may have been low at times 
and the treasuries for missions may have been burdened with a dis- 
agreeable debt, yet the Lord’s work went on. And no doubt the 
Lord will find cheerful givers in this congregation to-day; no doubt 
you will contribute freely to His cause. We all may have been doing 
something for the building of His kingdom, but we can do still 
more. Have you or I ever done as much as the widow who gave her 
last two mites? How much have we ever denied ourselves, how many 
comforts, luxuries, delicacies, amusements did we forego, because 
our contributions for God’s work constrained us to do so? 
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There jis yet another thing which you as a good missionary 
can do: Call upon the Lord to grant His Word all speed. St. Paul 
was a fearless missionary, yet he pleads with his fellow-Christians 
to pray for Heaven’s bounteous blessings on his arduous labors, 
saying, “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us 
a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am 
also in bonds: that I make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” You 
have met a similar plea, coming from our missionaries, more than 
once in the Lutheraner, Missionstaube, Lutheran Witness, and other 
church papers. Do pray earnestly for these valiant pioneers of 
Christ’s kingdom, who have hardships to endure, sacrifices to make, 
temptations to overcome, and scruples to outlive, of which we know 
nothing. Do pray for the newly converted ones, who lack firmness 
and experience as followers of Jesus Christ. 

So you see there is ample room for you to do missionary work. 
Every man, woman, and child has many opportunities for helping 
to plant the seed of the Gospel in- the hearts of men. I am con- 
vineed that as Christians you are willing to do your share. But 
now beware, lest you be discouraged in your work! 


9 


As Paul argued with these learned gentlemen of Athens, they 
looked with contempt and haughty disdain on this unassuming mis- 
sionary, this plain Reiseprediger, grinning and snickering at his 
doctrines and saying in good Greek one to another: “What will this 
babbler say? He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods.” What 
a greeting! What a reception, when one comes with the best of 
intentions, desiring to help men from their own self and their terrible 
doom! We can readily imagine how Paul’s heart was saddened when 
he was thus greeted. But that did not discourage and halt him. 
Standing on Areopagus, or Mars’s Hill, he delivered a heart-searching 
as well as scholarly sermon on the way to eternal life. Of course, 
even then some continued in their mockery and dismissed Paul with 
the chilly invitation, “We will hear thee again of this matter.” The 
gallant and polite people talk that way when they are trying to get 
rid of somebody. Now we do not hear of Paul’s promptly resigning 
his apostleship and resuming his former trade of tentmaking, be- 
cause he received so hard a blow and was thus coldly snubbed. Not 
by any means. On the contrary, he continued to apply the Sword 
of the Spirit, God’s Word, to stony human hearts. 

There you learn what may at times discourage us in our mis- 
sionary work. It is the mockery, the laughter, the ridicule of the 
worldlings, especially of the so-called well-educated ones. The vile 
and low blasphemy of the riffraff of society is not so cutting and 
telling as are the pointed remarks and sophisms of the cultured and 
wise. At every hand we hear just such people claim that it is need- 
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less to send missionaries to the heathen to save them from eternal 
hell-fire. That is nonsense in their estimation. At most we should 
send them to civilize the pagans, to educate, elevate, ennoble them. 
If we come with the glorious invitation, 

Come, ye sinners, one and all, 

Come, ye all have invitation; 

Come, obey His gracious call, 

Come and take His free salvation! 

Firmly in these words believe: 

“Jesus sinners doth receive!” — 
the wise worldlings will sniff and sneer and call us old fashion-plates, 
and ere long numerous flocks of mockingbirds will chirp the same 
tune. But that should not confuse and shame us. We must expect 
that, for by means of our missionary work we are to take from man 
the things that he loves and prizes the most. On the one hand, we 
are to deprive the self-centered Pharisee of imaginary righteousness, 
and tell him in his face that all his righteousnesses are but as a 
bundle of filthy rags and that he is going straightway to hell with 
them. On the other hand, we must tear away him who is a slave to 
sin from his darling sins which he loves so intensely. At all events, 
man must forsake the things he loves best and prizes most, either his 
personal goodness or his sins, when he becomes a ripe fruit of the 
Gospel, and to part with the best you have is a most difficult task. 
Therefore we shall always meet with almost insurmountable ob- 
‘stacles and contend with great disappointments in our missionary 
work. We cannot save all people. No matter how hard our sermons 
may strike the consciences of men, how cordially we may invite, how 
earnestly we may admonish, there will always be such as think more 
of their five yoke of oxen, of their clod of earth, and of their young 
wife than of the gracious invitation to the supper of the Lamb. 

There are an endless number of disappointments which we may 

meet in our missionary work. There is the loss of converts, who ran 
well for a time, but fell back again into shame and unbelief; the 
loss of laborers, especially of well-equipped and experienced men 
and young men on the threshold of a promising career. There is 
the bad effect of the unscrupulous lives of the whites before the eyes 
of the heathen. But whatever these disappointments may be, noth- 
ing should discourage us. Whenever a piece of work is difficult and 
requires much time and the expenditure of large sums, we do not 
hesitate to make the sacrifice. Our Panama Canal costs us millions 
of dollars, and it takes years to build it. Now.missionary work does 
not confine itself to the narrow limits of the Isthmus of Panama, 
it is a world’s work. Every unconverted man the world over, yea, 
these millions of souls, are fit subjects for the endeavors of a mis- 
sionary. Such a gigantic piece of work will not be conquered in a 
moment, nor with a few pennies, nor with a few thousands of them. 
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We cannot win this great battle with the first blow. And why should 
we be discouraged if we bear in mind what bright prospects, in the 
face of all opposing forces, are awaiting us? 


3. 

Our text is not so sad a bit of news as it may seem to be at the 
first glance. It ends more like a grand doxology. The last verse 
reads: “Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among 
the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named 
Damaris, and others with them.” A little band then became fol- 
lowers of the cross even in this city, this veritable Gibraltar of rank 
infidelity, rationalism, and heathenish superstition. Among the 
novices were a woman named Damaris and Dionysius the Areopagite. 
The twelve Areopagites, men of proved integrity, were members of 
the supreme court of Athens, and as such they were also trustees, 
or directors of the university of Athens. Dionysius must have been 
a man of refinement and learning, a respected citizen and worthy 
public official of Athens. Thus Paul’s suecess in that city was highly 
gratifying, for his stay there was but short, since he had given orders 
that Silas and Timotheus should come to him “with all speed,” and 
he left Athens before their arrival and subsequently met them at 
Corinth. 

From this portion of our text we learn that our work in the 
fields of mission remains not without fruit. The Word of God pros- 
pers whereunto it is sent. Sometimes the harvest is large, while at 
other times it is smaller. Mostly those in the humbler walks of hfe 
are conquered by the godly power of the Gospel, yet now and then 
some wise and mighty and noble ones after the flesh, through the 
‘workings of God’s Spirit in the Word, believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and come to Him. Our work in Brazil, for example, was 
signally blessed by God. Within a decade we have stationed there 
a score of pastors and a dozen instructors for the young who are 
ministering to the spiritual needs of eight thousand souls. The 
fruits of our endeavors there promise to be quite as remarkable in 
the future. What we have experienced in our fields others have 
_ experienced in theirs. When we read that on the Tongo Island, in 
the Pacific Ocean, a whole tribe of cannibals under their chieftain 
Tanhaasu within a short time professed adherence to Christ, that 
the Bechuanian tribe of Bamangwatos, under Khanu, their tribal 
leader, almost to a man, have accepted the Gospel of the Crucified, 
we learn from such events, which can easily be multiplied, to the 
shame of the smallness of our faith, that this Gospel, a stumbling- 
block and foolishness to most men, is indeed a power of God saving 
to the uttermost even the wildest and most barbarous of nations. 

Again we hear off and on that the numbers of those swearing 
allegiance to the bloody banner of the cross at some places are not 
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so great. But if we hear and read, for instance, that our mission- 
aries in India, in the midst of tens of thousands of benighted heathen, 
can baptize but two or three, maybe five or six souls in a year, and 
out of hundreds of thousands of children of heathen parentage have 
but a few hundred pupils in their schools; or if we learn that the 
labor among the negroes in the so-called black belt of our country 
is intensely difficult, because the blacks are so deeply immersed in 
the slimy filth of vices and crimes; or if we hear it reported that 
in the field of our domestic missions there is a congregation whose 
growth is very slow, but which yearly receives a large sum of 
money, — yea, my friends, if you hear such news, then, I declare, 
you have no reason to grunt and murmur, you have all reason to 
rejoice and be satisfied with the success. Even though it may seem 
small in our eyes, it is great before God. Even though the work in 
the Lord’s vineyard moves slowly, it is moving nevertheless, and 
even the smallest gain is beyond calculation. For our Savior says 
if you should take the whole world in exchange for your own soul, 
you would be a pitiable loser. All the riches of the world are a mere 
bagatelle in comparison to your soul. Does not your Savior say 
that He rejoices over the one lost sheep that is found more than 
over the ninety and nine in the fold, and that all the angelic hosts 
rejoice with Him? If God rejoices, if the angels rejoice, if all the 
innumerable inhabitants of heaven make it resound and reecho with 
their powerfully harmonious hallelujahs, and if the damned spirits 
of hell in fury grind their teeth, because a sinner has been saved, — 
will you, my friend, remain dumb, look sour and surly, and act 
peevishly when you learn that only one lost sheep has been added to 
some of our mission places here and there? Most assuredly not. 
If immense riches were promised you, but you were to receive them 
piecemeal, little by little, at all events every bit of them finally, 
would you not be satisfied? Indeed, we cannot save all men, but one 
thing is certain beyond any doubt, one by one, little by little, we 
shall gather all the sheep of Christ’s flock into His fold, and finally 
it will be one Shepherd and one flock, “a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues,” every one of them having “washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Every one of His elect will 
at last be gathered. Should not that assurance inspire you to do 
His work with all energy and love? 

The kingdom of Jesus Christ must be extended from shore to 
shore, from nation to nation, from one century to another, and no 
power on earth, over or under the earth can hinder it. The very 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Even the heathen knows 
that Christ’s kingdom will and must progress. When Bishop Hurst 
was in Poona, he went out to the great temple of Parbuti, and there 
he saw hundreds of heathen bowing their heads in prayer to their 
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idols. He asked the aged priest, who for many years had been 
stationed there, “Do as many people come here to pray as formerly?” 
“There are fewer every year,” was the reply. “How long will this 
worship continue?” was the next query. The heathen answered, 
“Perhaps ten, perhaps fifty years.” And when the clergyman asked, 
“What will bring it to an end?” the short and significant answer was: 
“Jesus Christ.” Yea, verily, so mote it be. If we work for Christ’s 
cause, we are working for a winning cause. Come, then, let us labor 
with zeal by His grace and in His strength, until we arrive there 
where we are trying to bring others, namely, in His kingdom of 
glory, His New Jerusalem, not made by hands. Amen. 
Orro C. A. BOoEOLER. 
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Sermon Outlines. 


Gospel for Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Matt. 22, 3446. 

For some time the talk, in our country, has been concerning 
important questions that press for solution and answer. Our country 
has found itself in possession of land wrested by force and diplomacy 
from an enemy, and such questions as these have arisen: Shall we 
retain these lands and give them a colonial government? Do our 
institutions allow of a colonial form of government? Must our army 
and navy be increased so as to enable us to embark successfully on 
this expansion scheme? Must we build the Panama Canal in order 
to put these far eastern possessions within easier access for our 
warships and our merchant marine? etc.— We call these great 
questions; for their consideration and answer is fraught with great 
consequences for the future of our nation. — Our text propounds two 
great questions — questions so great that, in all eternity, men will 
bear the consequences of the various answers that they give. Surely, 
then, these questions are worthy of prayerful meditation. Let us hear 


TWO GREAT QUESTIONS: 


1. Which is the great commandment? 
2. What think ye of Christ? 


iR 

The Pharisees disputed much about such questions, v. 36, having 
in mind only external observance. 

The Lord answers by pointing out the sum and substance of the 
Law of God, and thus shows that the Law is, primarily, internal — 
a matter of the heart. 

From this viewpoint there is no great and no small command- 
ment, since every transgression of the Law shows lack of fear and 
love for God, and is a condemning sin. 
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The answer should have prepared the questioners, by convicting 
them of sin, for the Lord’s question — should have shown them the 
need of a Savior.— The Law should show sinners the need of the 


Gospel. 
9 


The Savior’s question, vv. 42—45, was to direct the attention of 
His hearers to the divine nature of the Messiah, — David’s Lord, — 
and to the spiritual nature of His kingdom — away from externals. 

These hearers — that was the Savior’s wish — should have sought 
further instruction on this important matter, instead of resting 
content with being dumbfounded. 

The question is put to all of.us: What think ye of Christ? What 
is He to you? GAR: 


Gospel for Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity. 
Joun 4, 46—54. 


The boast of this our age is that it is an age of science. It is 
true that the spirit of inquiry and investigation is rife. On account 
of the marvelous results of man’s delving into the mysterious work- 
ings of nature, and on account of the wide spreading of man’s ac- 
complishments in the modern arts and sciences, we have become 
accustomed to inquire after the basis of fact on which the phenomena 
of nature and life rest. Explanations which our forefathers accepted 
for natural occurrences, we are, no longer, willing to receive. The 
farmer is not content to learn from experience, — often dearly bought, 
— but investigates the nature of his soil in order that, by the aid of 
the chemist, he may apply to the ground the elements that are 
lacking for the raising of the desired crops, etc. Knowledge has 
been systematized and exacting in regard to things material. 

But strange and sad to say, when the spiritual, man’s religion, 
his relation to his God, comes into consideration, there is, as a rule, 
an ignorance and a vagueness that is altogether out of accord with 
the boasted desire for accurate knowledge, and is appalling in its 
effects. With respect to the fundamental principles of our most 
holy religion, there is, among men who have the opportunity to learn 
the truth, a haziness and undecidedness that shows how thoroughly 
the affairs of this world engross the attention of men. 

Thus, it is a most widespread idea that, in the Christian religion, 
not so much depends on creed and faith; the main point is love, the 
life of integrity and good-will. Other men think that, while faith 
is an important factor, not so much stress is to be laid on what we 
believe as on how we believe. If what we believe we believe with 
singleness of heart and honesty of purpose, then that faith is counted 
to us for righteousness and will save us. Just as if such a rule of 
conduct were sufficient in matters of this world! The pilot who 
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thought that he was in the safe course, but who failed to steer by 


the chart and the compass, wrecked his ship, despite his thinking 
that he was right. 

Prevalent and widespread as are these opinions of men, they stand 
over and against the Word of divine revelation—the chart and 
compass on the sea of life. This Word teaches that the will of God 
has been revealed from heaven in order that we may know what is 
true; that this Word of revelation is clear, so that men may know 
the true God who punishes sin and prepares salvation through 
His Son, ete. 

Let us thank God that we have been privileged to learn His will 
aright, and, in the thankfulness of our hearts, let us give ear to His 
Word as He tells us again, from our Gospel lesson, 


WHAT IS TRUE FAITH? 
We learn, 
1. True faith is based on the Word of God and is purified and 
strengthened thereby. 
2. True faith is graced and is manifested by God-pleasing deeds. 


fe 


The cross under which he was groaning had something to do 
with the coming of this nobleman to Jesus; but that which directed 
him to Jesus was what he had heard and seen, v. 47. 

a. Cross and tribulation, of themselves, have never brought men 
to God and do not bring men to-day. Pharaoh, many of the children 
of Israel in the wilderness, the Jews at, and after, the destruction 
of Jerusalem. To-day, the world is a charnel house, woe and misery 
everywhere — but how few men make their peace with God! It is 
the Word that is the power of God unto salvation. To the Law and 
to, the Testimonies must we go to know the true God. Not the 
philosophy or wisdom of men without the Word, but the Word and 
the Sacraments, they are the means of grace. 

b. The nobleman had to hear seemingly harsh words, v. 48. How 
many of us would have stood the test of this trial? Like Naaman, 
many of us would have gone in wounded pride. — But the nobleman 
is not rebuffed; he repeats his prayer. His faith is not pure and 
strong as it should be: he limits the Lord’s power and does not know 
that He can help in a more wonderful way. Therefore, the Lord 
puts that faith in the fire of trial, and — as the sequel proves — that 
faith was purified and strengthened. The nobleman goes away trust- 
ing solely and alone in the word of promise given. 

So must our faith grow purer and stronger. Our reason, our 
will, our emotions, our whims and prejudices, continue to play too 
large a part. Men do not want to believe this or that, because they 
cannot see how these things can be, cannot fathom the mysteries of 
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God’s being and love with the sounding line of their finite reason. 
So Unitarians, Universalists. Hence, the objections against the true 
doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, etc. It is not that the Word of 
revelation is not clear; one who runs may read and grasp the mean- 
ing of the Word. So, we do not feel assured of our salvation because 
we do not feel the grace of God and His abiding presence. 

Faith must be purified and strengthened, not by human ex- 
perience and wisdom, but by the Word, by that Word which tells us 
how deceitful and treacherous are all our feelings and experiences; 
how misleading are our speculations, how blind is our reason. We 
must learn the lesson that Moses had to learn. He knew that he 
was to be the deliverer of God’s people. But year after year passed 
and God gave no command. Then, when he saw the Egyptian smite 
one of the Hebrews, Moses allowed the impulse to overpower him. 
Now is surely the time, he thought, and he slew the Egyptian. He 
had to flee to the wilderness of Midian and pasture sheep for forty 
years —in order to learn the lesson that he must wait on the Lord. — 
We must learn to take God at His Word and to cling to that Word. 


2s 

a. The nobleman braved the ridicule of his friends and neighbors 
by going to Jesus. He spoke of the matter of Jesus with his 
servants, v. 52; with his family, v. 53; he went back at the word 
of Jesus, v. 50. All these were deeds by which his faith was graced 
and manifested. — True faith is not ashamed to show its colors, to 
make profession before men, etc. Parents, brothers and _ sisters, 
friends — all have many opportunities to confess Christ, to speak 
with others about their souls’ salvation. 

b. The nobleman carries his religion into his home. He becomes 
the missionary to that household, and we must think that, by integrity 
of life, he became an example to those around him. — We must live 
our religion. We must be Christian parents, citizens, businessmen, 
children, friends. And our missionary duty and responsibility we 
must never forget nor shirk. G. A. R. 


Festival of Reformation. 
JUDE 3. 

Paul exhorts believers to “endeavor to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace.” By His sacrificial death Christ had 
reconciled the entire world with God. He offers the merits of His 
atoning work to all men by the preaching of the Gospel, and by this 
means gathers from all peoples and tongues a holy congregation 
unto Himself. The members of this congregation are divided from 
one another locally; seas and continents may lie between them. 
National differences and social rank may keep them apart. Still, 
there exists among them all a wonderful unity. In Christ they “are 


160 SERMON OUTLINES. 


one body and one spirit, even as they are called in one hope of their 
calling.” They have “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all.” Within this congregation it “availeth not,” 2. e., 
it is of no moment, whether a member is a Greek or a Jew, circum- 
cised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, but “Christ 
is all and in all.” One member may excel the other in works of holi- 
ness, in grace, in knowledge, in love, zeal, ete. Still, not even this 
circumstance destroys the unity existing among them; for “by one 
Spirit were they all baptized into one body, whether they were Jews 
or Gentiles, bond or free: and have been all made to drink into 
one spirit.” 

This unity is not to be disturbed. “If any man defile the Temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for the Temple of God is holy, 
which Temple ye are.” Dividing the Church, schism, is a mortal 
sin. For this reason believers must “endeavor to keep the unity,” ete. 

The historical facts commemorated by the service of to-day, viz., 
the reformation of the Church, which was begun by Luther’s protest 
against the sale of papal indulgences, is detested and denounced by 
the pope and his followers as a horrible crime. In 1883 the entire 
Protestant world celebrated the four-hundredth anniversary of 
Luther’s birth. Even at Rome there was a Luther celebration. This 
caused the pope then reigning, Leo X, to say to his cardinals in his 
- allocution on Christmas Day: “The celebration of the four-hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of the arch-heretic Luther has furnished 
abundant material for disgraceful accusations and sanguinary vitu- 
perations of the Apostolic See, especially to the vile press of Italy. 
Brazen orators lauded the impious apostate Luther to the sky, and 
the main achievement for which he was praised was his open rebel- 
lion against the authority of the Catholic church and his violent 
attack upon the papacy.” In these words, the supreme teacher of the 
Roman church, to whom his followers ascribe infallibility in all 
matters pertaining to the doctrine of faith, brands Luther as “an 
impious apostate,” a renegade to the Christian faith, and his work 
as “open rebellion.” That is what Catholics are told by their un- 
scrupulous priests this day: The Lutherans are the worst heretics 
the world has ever known. And the poor, ignorant rabble believe it. 
They say: Our Roman Church is the old Church, founded by God; 
your Lutheran Church is nothing but a rabble of heretics. 

Is this a fact? Was the Lutheran Reformation a sectarian move- 
ment? Did Luther disturb the unity of the Spirit? Did he sever 
the bonds of peace? We shall investigate this matter by considering 

THE SEPARATION OF LUTHER FROM THE CHURCH OF THE 
ROMAN POPE A GOD-PLEASING ACT; and 


1. The reasons which caused Luther to separate; 
2. The manner in which the separation was effected. 


